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Course abstract

Russia's war unleashed in Ukraine on 24 February 2022 caused serious geopolitical upheavals and affected
the economies and politics not only of the warring countries, but also of the countries in the entire region.

At first glance unexpected and unprovoked, the actions of the Russian Federation were a logical continuation
of the main trends of this country's geopolitics. The main theses of geopolitical interests of Russia were
specified in the Munich speech of Russian President Vladimir Putin at the conference on security policy of
February 10, 2007. In 2008, a military conflict with Georgia followed, during which Georgia lost part of its
territories. This was followed by Russia's systematic build-up of its military budget, which culminated in the
seizure of Crimea and parts of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions of Ukraine in 2014. All further actions of the
Russian Federation showed that it is not going to stop and that its ultimate goal is the complete seizure of
Ukraine in one form or another (complete annexation or a hard protectorate).

The leadership of the Western states was not prepared for such a turn of events and at the initial stage of
escalation of the brewing conflict tried to have a dialogue with Putin, who ultimately demanded the return of
NATO to the 1997 borders. These demands were knowingly impossible to fulfil as they affected the interests
of the sovereign states of Eastern Europe and the concentration of Russian troops on the border with Ukraine
had reached a maximum level. In fact, some Western countries were ready to give Ukraine to the aggressor.
Moreover, the Russian invasion of Ukraine also took place thanks to the tacit approval of China, which was
counting on the swift defeat of Ukraine and Russia's subsequent support of China's takeover of Taiwan.

However, these plans could not come to fruition due to the fierce resistance of the Ukrainian government and
people. The Ukrainian army's worthy resistance not only forced Russia to retreat, but also encouraged
Western countries to begin providing a more effective support to Ukraine. Far from reducing the number of
NATO countries, the Russian invasion actually strengthened the bloc and added new candidate countries
(Finland and Sweden), which had not previously planned to join the organization. The attitude of Western
countries has changed considerably, not only towards Ukraine and the Russian Federation, but also in terms
of enhancing their own military power.




Course plan

Lectures 20 h, seminars 12 h, independent work 48 h:

- the development of Russia's geopolitical theories envisaging a broad expansion towards neighboring
countries, especially those with a significant diaspora of Russian-speaking population, and - the
strengthening of Russia's influence on the policies of other states;

- the actual results of achieving its military and political objectives both on the battlefield and in
international diplomacy (the seizure of South Ossetia in 2008, of Crimea and part of Donbass in
2014, maintenance of the sluggish conflict in Donbass from 2014 to 2022 and a large-scale
aggression in 2022);

- evolution of foreign and domestic policies of EU and NATO countries during the course of hostilities
(continuous support of Ukraine by the US, UK, Poland and Baltic countries, change of position of
Germany, France and ltaly, special position of such NATO countries as Turkey and Hungary);

- actions of countries directly supporting Russia's military aggression (Republic of Belarus, North
Korea and Iran), as well as countries that are political allies of the Russian Federation (China and
CSTO countries);

- Potential scenarios for the further development of the military conflict in Ukraine and political
aftermath.

Course outcomes

KNOWLEDGE:
1. The actual causes of the Russian war in Ukraine and the conditions contributing to it.
2. The essence of the geopolitical interests of the leading countries of the world and their influence on
the emergence of a military conflict and the dynamics of its development.
3. The conduct of the war in Ukraine and the related political and economic challenges.

SKILLS:
1. Able to understand the causes of modern military conflicts and their connection with the
geopolitical interests of countries.
2. Able to navigate the most important causes of conflicts of geopolitical interests in the European
region.

COMPETENCE:
1. To accurately identify and critically analyze the geopolitical development trends of the leading
countries of the world and their alliances and the related military political challenges, in order to
develop adequate and effective proposals for their solution on this basis.

Description of students' independent work organization and tasks

Independent work:
- getting acquainted with scientific literature and analysis of information during preparation for
seminars and review presentation - 28 hours;
- identification and selection of scientific literature for the preparation of a report - presentation - 14
hours;
- PowerPoint report - presentation preparation - 6 hours

Requirements for obtaining credit points

Lecture and seminar attendance 20%
3 intermediate tests 30%
Course test 50%

Contents of the course

I. The development of Russia's geopolitical theories, which envisage a broad expansion in relation to
neighboring countries, especially those with a significant Russian-speaking diaspora population, as
well as a strengthening of Russia's influence on the policies of other states:




1. Aspects of the formation of Russian geographical space, environmental territory, national history
and mentality in the discourse of Russian geopolitics. The influence of the Byzantine heritage on
geopolitical constructions: Moscow-Third Rome.

2. The formation of a specific civilization centre for Europe-West. Pan-Slavism. The geopolitical
foundations of Lenin's world revolution - cosmopolitanism. Stalin's geopolitics - the idea of the
"derzhava". The ideological foundations of "Eurasia". The fate of geopolitics in the Soviet Union
1945-1991.

3. The collapse of the USSR. The "Weimar" syndrome. Formulation and implementation of the
ideologies of Russia's geopolitical spheres of special interest and influence: the "politics of history",
the special sphere of "historical Russia", the "near abroad" formula, the geopolitical aspects of the
"divided nation" and compatriots problem. "Soft power instrumentarium - "Russian world" -
geopolitical aspects of "pan-Russianism".

4. Neo-Eurasianism. The geopolitical integrative goals of the Eurasian Union. Russia - balancer of
civilisations. Geopolitical versions of Russia: Dugin, Tsymbursky, Panarin, lvanov, etc.

6 hours

Il. The actual results of achieving the set politico-military objectives, both on the battlefield and in
international diplomacy:
1. Escalation of the conflict in the Caucasus and the seizure of South Ossetia in 2008.
2. The development of the political crisis in Ukraine and the seizure of Crimea and part of Donbass in
2014.
3. Maintenance of the sluggish ongoing conflict in Donbass from 2014 to 2022 and the Minsk
agreements.
4 hours

lll. Russia's large-scale aggression in Ukraine in 2022:
1. Initial phase of the Russian offensive in Ukraine (24 February-31 March)
2. Withdrawal of Russian troops from Kyiv, Chernihiv and Sumy regions. Concentration of efforts in
Donbas
3. Counter-attack by the Ukrainian Armed Forces in Kharkiv Region.
4. Retreat of Russian forces from right-bank Ukraine.
4 hours

IV. Changing Russia's strategy at the end of 2022:
1. Partial mobilization of the population in the Russian Federation and operationalization of the
mobilization reserve.
2. Use of energy terror (destruction of Ukraine's infrastructure, large-scale use of missiles and drones)
3. The use of private military companies and convicts in combat operations.
4. Increasing military pressure in Donbass.
4 hours

V. Geopolitical constructs and approaches of the EU and NATO
1. Geopolitics of the European Union. The challenges of building a common European space. The
European core: projects, contradictions.
2. Synthesis of European Atlantism: pessimistic and optimistic visions. Geostrategy of EU and NATO
enlargement: challenges and risks.
3. A controversial vision of EU-Russia geopolitical positions. Geopolitical dynamics of the EU-Eurasia
project: the China factor.
4 hours

VI. Evolution of EU and NATO foreign and domestic policies during hostilities
1. The evolution of the position of Germany, France and Italy in support of Ukraine
2. Increased support for Ukraine from the US and the UK,
3. Military and humanitarian aid from Poland and the Baltic States;




4.

6 hours

The special position of Turkey and Hungary;

VII. China's role in the Russia-Ukraine conflict

1.
2.

2 hours

China's geopolitics. Geopolitical changes in the formulation of China's strategy. Globalization.

The US-China-Russia geopolitical triangle: the balance of power problem. The Westphalian formula.
Bipolarity.

Beijing's global claims: a strategy for the extraction of raw materials. "Possible models of Cold War
dualism.

VIII. Potential further scenarios:

1.
2.

2 hours

Prospects for RF expansion.
The West's level of readiness to support Ukraine.
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University Press, 2005.
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Saunder, P. Russian and European Security, A Transatlantic Dialogue, The Nixon Center, 2008,
http://www.nixoncenter.org/monographs/saunders08.pdf

Ronald. D. Asmus. A Little War that Shook the world. Georgia, Russia and Future of the West, NY,
2010
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Bobo Lo. Axis of Convienience: Moscow, Beijing and the New Geopolitics, Brooking Institution Press,
2009.
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Davis Center for Russian and Eurasian Studies, www.daviecenter.far.harward.edu
http://ec.europa.eu.comm_relations/russia/intro/index
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Remarks

The course is addressed to undergraduate students.
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